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DISCUSSION GUIDE
20th Anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall
· Why were dominoes used to symbolize the fall of the Berlin Wall?
· How did young people commemorate the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall?

· What did the dominoes symbolize?

Tropical Storm Ida
· What is the difference between a tropical storm and a hurricane?

U.S. Hikers Charged with Espionage in Iran
· Why were the students from the University of California at Berkeley arrested?
· How are the accusations of espionage related to the diplomatic relations between the U.S. and Iran?

Your Turn: Freak Dancing
· Why are some schools using contracts to control dancing at school events?
· What is freaking?

· Do you think school administrators should use contracts to control the dancing at school events?

Profile of a Fallen Soldier

· Why did Nick decide to return to action in Aghanistan?
· How is Nick’s death related to President Obama’s decision about what to do in Afghanistan?

· What are the two sides of the coin that was given to Nick’s family by President Obama?
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1. True or False
On November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall was torn down by residents of East 



and West Berlin.

2. True or False
Residents of Louisiana, Mississippi and Florida have been warned not to take




tropical storm Ida lightly because tropical storms are as deadly as hurricanes.

3. True or False
Three Americans have been arrested in Iran for espionage after straying over the



Iran border from Iraq.

4. True or False
Some schools are using contracts to control freak dancing at school events.

5. True or False
President Obama is still undecided about how many American soldiers should be




involved in the war in Afghanistan.
ESSAY QUESTION
Should schools put limits on dancing?
VOCABULARY

1. Commemorate
(v)
serve as a memorial

2. Espionage

(n)
the act of spying

3. Straying

(v)
deviating from a direct course
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
On November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall was torn down by residents of East 




and West Berlin.

2. True or False
Residents of Louisiana, Mississippi and Florida have been warned not to take




tropical storm Ida lightly because tropical storms are as deadly as hurricanes.

3. True or False
Three Americans have been arrested in Iran for espionage after straying over the




Iran border from Iraq.

4. True or False
Some schools are using contracts to control freak dancing at school events.

5. True or False
President Obama is still undecided about how many American soldiers should be




involved in the war in Afghanistan.
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