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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Censorship in China
· How did President Obama get into the discussion of censorship at a town hall meeting with Chinese students?
· How does the Internet help and hinder freedom of expression in China?

· What types of web sites are blocked in China?

· What happens when a person in China tries to access a blocked site?

· How does the censorship in China reflect the culture of the country?

· How are many people in China getting around the blocked sites?

Health Care Debate
· What issue is at the center of the health care reform debate in the Senate?

Barzee to Plead Guilty
· Who is Wanda Eileen Barzee?
· What happened to Elizabeth Smart in 2002?

· Why is Barzee cooperating with the prosecution?

Unfriend is the Word of the Year
· What does the word ‘unfriend’ mean?
· Why do you think this word was chosen as the word of the year?

· What other words were considered?

YouTellIt: Ride On—Fewer Teen Driving Deaths in Texas
· Why is the number of fatal accidents involving teens dropping in Texas?
· What are some of the rules that Texas has imposed on teen drivers?
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1. True or False
More than half of China’s web users have their own blogs.
2. True or False
It is impossible for people in China to access sites that have been blocked by




the government.

3. True or False
Wanda Eileen Barzee has pleaded guilty to kidnapping and unlawfully




transporting Elizabeth Smart.

4. True or False
The new word of the year, ‘unfriend’ means to have no friends.

5. True or False
In Texas, fatal accidents involving teen drivers have dropped at twice the 




national rate since stricter laws have been imposed on teen drivers.
ESSAY QUESTION
If you were asked about texting while driving by the student reporter, how would you have answered the question?
VOCABULARY

1. 
Restrict
(v)
keep within limits
2. 
Hinders
(v)
gets in the way of

3. 
Amnesty
(n)
forgiveness or pardon

4. 
Subtle

(adj)
clever

5. 
Estranged
(adj)
alienated, disaffected
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
More than half of China’s web users have their own blogs.

2. True or False
It is impossible for people in China to access sites that have been blocked by




the government.

3. True or False
Wanda Eileen Barzee has pleaded guilty to kidnapping and unlawfully




transporting Elizabeth Smart.

4. True or False
The new word of the year, ‘unfriend’ means to have no friends.

5. True or False
In Texas, fatal accidents involving teen drivers have dropped at twice the 




national rate since stricter laws have been imposed on teen drivers.
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