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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Afghan Inauguration
· Who will be the president of Afghanistan for the next five years?
· Why was the inauguration delayed?

· What is the international community hoping the new president will be able to accomplish?

· How does the political situation in Afghanistan affect President Obama’s decision to send troops there?

Pirates Attack Maersk Alabama Again
·   Why did this attack feel like a case of déjà vu?

·    How are shipping companies dealing with the pirate attacks?
Energy Consumption of Big Screen TVs
· How much energy does a large screen TV use?
· What decision has the California Energy Commission made?

· Why are some manufacturers unhappy with the situation in California?

· How could the standard in California affect other states?

Geography Awareness Week
· Why did National Geographic ask Senators to draw a picture of their state by hand?
Glory Road: Nigel Barker
· Who is Nigel Barker?
· Why is his documentary entitled, ‘Generation Free’?

· How has the U.S. been able to reduce the number of HIV-positive babies born in the U.S.?

· What is Nigel’s hope for his photography?

· What is a pandemic?

· What effect is HIV having on the children of Tanzania?

· Why was Nigel selected for a Glory Road segment?
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1. True or False
Like President Obama, President Karzai of Afghanistan is preparing for his



first term in office.

2. True or False
Hamid Karzai was named the winner after his opponent, Abdullah Abdullah 




withdrew from a run-off election.

3. True or False
An American cargo ship, the Maersk Alabama, was attacked by pirates off




the coast of Somalia but escaped by fighting off the pirates who tried to 




board the vessel.

4. True or False
California has just passed a law prohibiting the sale of TVs larger than 58 inches.
5. True or False
Nigel Barker’s documentary ‘Generation Free’ depicts the HIV pandemic in




Tanzania.
ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think the decision by the California Energy Commission will save energy and money after ten years?
VOCABULARY

1. 
Commotion
(n)
disturbance
2.
Fend

(v)
ward off

3. 
Skiff

(n)
boat small enough for sailing or rowing

4. 
Pandemic
(n)
disease prevalent throughout a country
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Like President Obama, President Karzai of Afghanistan is preparing for his




first term in office.

2. True or False
Hamid Karzai was named the winner after his opponent, Abdullah Abdullah 




withdrew from a run-off election.

3. True or False
An American cargo ship, the Maersk Alabama, was attacked by pirates off




the coast of Somalia but escaped by fighting off the pirates who tried to 




board the vessel.

4. True or False
California has just passed a law prohibiting the sale of TVs larger than 58 inches.

5. True or False
Nigel Barker’s documentary ‘Generation Free’ depicts the HIV pandemic in




Tanzania.
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