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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Colleges Cut Costs 
· What are endowments and how are they affected by the financial crisis?
· What are some colleges doing to cut costs?

· How will the cutbacks affect college students?

Mascot Boot Camp
· Why did Channel One decide to air this feature right before Thanksgiving?
· What kind of person makes the perfect mascot?

· How do mascots use non-verbal communication to get across their message?

· What are some of the lessons mascots have to learn before they are ready to take the field?

· Why is Steven told that he has to be “turtle-like?” What does this mean?

Headlines in the News

· Why has the federal government decided to buy up to $600 billion worth of mortgage backed assets from lending companies?
· Why is the federal government spending $200 billion to support consumer credit for things like college loans, car loans and credit cards?

· What strategies are countries and ship owners trying against the Somalian pirates?

· What are some of the travel trends this Thanksgiving?  

· What effect has the financial crisis had on travel?

One More Thing

· What is a meteor?
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1. True or False
Colleges are losing money because the interest from their endowments is down.
2. True or False
Mascots have to learn to use non-verbal communication and body language to be effective on the field.
3. True or False
The federal government has decided to spend some of its bailout money to help the auto industry.

4. True or False
Ship owners are adding more crew members in an attempt to fight off the Somalian pirates.

5. True or False
The financial crisis has not affected holiday travel.  The number of people traveling this weekend is only down about 1.5 percent.

ESSAY QUESTION
Should colleges cut their tuition rates for incoming students because of the financial crisis?
VOCABULARY

1. Endowments
(n)
the part of an institution’s income that comes from donations
2. Meteor
(n)
particles of matter in the solar system that are directly observable only by their incandescence from frictional heating on entry into the atmosphere
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Colleges are losing money because the interest from their endowments is down.

2. True or False
Mascots have to learn to use non-verbal communication and body language to be effective on the field.

3. True or False
The federal government has decided to spend some of its bailout money to help the auto industry.

4. True or False
Ship owners are adding more crew members in an attempt to fight off the Somalian pirates.

5. True or False
The financial crisis has not affected holiday travel.  The number of people traveling this weekend is only down about 1.5 percent.

SIGN UP FOR OUR TEACHER NEWSLETTER
If you would like to receive our daily newsletter, you can sign up right now at http://www.channelone.com/teachers/teacher_newsletter/.

If you have questions or comments about the discussion guide or the daily quiz, please contact Paul Folkemer at pfolkemer@channelone.com
