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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Holiday Shopping Update
· Why are Black Friday and Cyber Monday so important to the U.S. economy?
· What trends are occurring with e-commerce?

· What are the advantages of shopping online?

· How successful were retailers on Black Friday this year?

Colorado Bans Cell Phones for Teen Drivers
· What new law in Colorado will affect teen drivers?
· Do you think it’s fair to have one cell phone while driving law for teen drivers and another for older drivers?

· How dangerous is texting while driving?

White House Party Crashers Could Face Charges
· Who are Michaele and Tareq Salahi?
· Why is the Secret Service embarrassed by what happened with the party crashers?

· Why are some members of Congress calling for a full investigation?

Defense Department Earmarks

· What is an earmark?

· Why are earmarks attached to existing legislation?

· How do legislators use earmarks to support those people who support them?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of earmarks?

· If you were a member of Congress, would you support a ban on earmarks?

You Tell It:
Gender-Separated Classes
· How do single gender classes work in South Houston HS?
· Why do you think single gender classes are becoming more popular?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of single gender classes?
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1. True or False
Last year because of a sluggish economy more people shopped online than are expected to shop online this year now that the economy is back to normal.

2. True or False
Colorado has banned talking on the phone for all drivers even if they have a hands-free device.

3. True or False
Michaele and Tareq Salahi were not invited to the Obamas’ state dinner but were able to crash the party and meet the President.

4. True or False
An earmark is a pet project of an individual member of Congress that is added to another bill so that it can be passed without the normal public review.

5. True or False
Consumers spent $10 billion this year on Black Friday overspending last year’s Black Friday business by .05 percent.
ESSAY QUESTION
If you were placed in a single gender class, would you stay or opt out if you had the option?
VOCABULARY

1. 
Wary

(adj)
careful; watchful

2. 
Forthcoming
(v)
coming soon

3. 
Earmarks
(n)
special projects of legislators

4.
Streamline
(v)
make something go smoother and quicker
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
Last year because of a sluggish economy more people shopped online than are expected to shop online this year now that the economy is back to normal.

2. True or False
Colorado has banned talking on the phone for all drivers even if they have a hands-free device.

3. True or False
Michaele and Tareq Salahi were not invited to the Obamas’ state dinner but were able to crash the party and meet the President.

4. True or False
An earmark is a pet project of an individual member of Congress that is added to another bill so that it can be passed without the normal public review.

5. True or False
Consumers spent $10 billion this year on Black Friday overspending last year’s Black Friday business by .05 percent.
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