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DISCUSSION GUIDE

President-elect Obama Fills Out His Cabinet

· What is the general role of the President’s Cabinet?

· What is ‘group think’ and why is it dangerous?

· Why is Mr. Obama looking for ‘vigorous debate’ inside his Cabinet?

· Who are his new nominees and what roles will they play inside the Cabinet?

· What is the approval process for heads of agencies?

· Why are the term ‘cabinet’ used to describe the presidential advisors?

· Why were the appointments of Senator Clinton and Mr. Richard Gates considered controversial?

Advertisements on Tests?

· What forced AP calculus teacher Tom Farber to consider advertising on his tests?

Headlines in the News

· Why are many Indians angry at their government over the attacks in Mumbai?

· What is a recession?

· How is it determined that an economy has gone into a recession?

· How did the White House respond to the news that we are officially in a recession?

· How does the use of a cell phone affect young drivers?

· Why is Plaxico Burress in trouble?

One More Thing

· How are scientists testing the immune systems of shrimp and other marine animals?
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DAILY QUIZ
1. True or False
Mr. Richard Gates is the only member of the Bush administration who was asked to remain in the Cabinet by Mr. Obama.

2. True or False
Cabinet nominees are automatically named to their positions and will begin serving in their new jobs right after inauguration.

3. True or False
Some evidence suggests that Pakistani militants were responsible for the attacks in Mumbai.

4. True or False
A new report says that the U.S. just entered into an economic recession a couple of months ago.

5. True or False
Five states have laws prohibiting driving while talking on a handheld cell phone but so far, no state has banned hands-free cell phone use.

Essay Question

Should the federal government enact a law banning the use of handheld and hands-free cell phones?

Vocabulary

1. Dissenting
(adj)
opposing

2. Adversaries
(n)

opponents

3. Profound
(adj)
going beyond what is superficial, external, or obvious

4. Restrict
(v)

not permit

5. Reprimanded
(v)

rebuked or censured 
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ANSWERS
1. True or False
Mr. Richard Gates is the only member of the Bush administration who was asked to remain in the Cabinet by Mr. Obama.

2. True or False
Cabinet nominees are automatically named to their positions and will begin serving in their new jobs right after inauguration.

3. True or False
Some evidence suggests that Pakistani militants were responsible for the attacks in Mumbai.

4. True or False
A new report says that the U.S. just entered into an economic recession a couple of months ago.

5. True or False
Five states have laws prohibiting driving while talking on a handheld cell phone but so far, no state has banned hands-free cell phone use.

If you have any questions or suggestions for the discussion guide, daily quiz, essay question or vocabulary, please contact Dr. Paul Folkemer at pfolkemer@channelone.com.

If you would like to receive Channel One’s daily email newsletter, go to www.channelone.com and click on the Teaching Tools tab.


