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DISCUSSION GUIDE
President Obama’s Plan for Afghanistan
· What are the details of President Obama’s plan for Afghanistan?
· Why did President Obama choose to deliver his comments at West Point?

· Why are we fighting a war in Afghanistan?
· What effect did the war in Iraq have on the situation in Afghanistan?
· What is the current situation in Afghanistan?

· Why did it take so much time for President Obama to make his decision about Afghanistan?

· What is the goal for the war in Afghanistan and what are the specific objectives?

Solace for the Children
· Why did Channel One decided to air this story about Solace for the Children as part of today’s show?
· Why is it important to put a face to the war in Afghanistan?

· Who is Jerome Starkey and what role did he play in Najibullah’s recover?

· What is Solace for the Children?

· Why is it hard to convince Afghan parents that they should send their children to America for treatment?

· How did his experience at Solace for the Children affect Najibullah’s and Zaman’s attitude toward Americans?

· Why would Najibullah and Zaman be enemies in Afghanistan?

· Why do both boys want to return to their native country?

· What are their hopes for Afghanistan?

· Did this story have an effect on what you think Americans should be doing in Afghanistan?

Luxury Dorms
· Why have universities decided to offer luxury dorms?
· What are some of the most appealing features of the luxury dorms?

· Why would parents be willing to pay a lot more money for a luxury dorm?

· If you had the money, would you want to live in a luxury dorm?

· Are luxury dorms an example of spoiled teens or a strategy that really helps a teen succeed in college?
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1. True or False
President Obama plans to use as many troops in Afghanistan as were deployed in Iraq four years ago.
2. True or False
President Obama left open the question of when he hopes American troops will be leaving Afghanistan.
3. True or False
The President’s plan will cost approximately $30 billion this year.

4. True or False
Solace for Children is located in North Carolina and uses U.S. doctors to treat Afghan children.

5. True or False
Luxury dorms may be a popular idea for some students but nationally it is not an idea that is catching on.
ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think President Obama’s plan for Afghanistan will work?
VOCABULARY

1. Solace
(n)
comfort
2. Undergo
(v)
experience
3. Bombard
(v)
bomb
4. Infusion
(n)
pouring in
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
President Obama plans to use as many troops in Afghanistan as were deployed in Iraq four years ago.

2. True or False
President Obama left open the question of when he hopes American troops will be leaving Afghanistan.

3. True or False
The President’s plan will cost approximately $30 billion this year.

4. True or False
Solace for Children is located in North Carolina and uses U.S. doctors to treat Afghan children.

5. True or False
Luxury dorms may be a popular idea for some students but nationally it is not an idea that is catching on.
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