Channel One News

December 4, 2008

DISCUSSION GUIDE

GOP Wins Georgia Senate Seat
· What is a run-off election?
· Why did Georgia have to hold a run-off for the Senate seat?

· Why was this race important for the Republicans?

· What is a filibuster?

· What were some of the more memorable filibusters from the past?

· Why are filibusters used by the minority party?

Headlines of the Day
· What are some of the new developments out of Mumbai?
· Where are Indian officials getting their information about the terrorists?

· Why has the U.S. slipped from 5th to 7th in the percentage of adults enrolled in college?
· What grade ratings were given to states on their college affordability?

· How were audiotapes responsible for the downfall of President Richard Nixon?

· What new Nixon tapes were just released?

· What is the latest news about the pirates of Somalia?

One Voice:
A New Approach to Noise Violations
· Why did Judge Sacco decide to make noise offenders listen to music they don’t like?
· Why did he pick Barry Manilow’s music?

· What effect has the judge’s new strategy had on the number of offenders?

· Do you have a constitutional right to listen to music you want to hear at any volume?
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1. True or False
A filibuster is a strategy the majority party uses to get members of a minority party to vote for one of its bills.
2. True or False
The Republican victory in the Georgia Senate seat means that the Democrats do not have the votes needed to avoid a filibuster.

3. True or False
Mumbai officials are learning about the details of the attack from one of the surviving terrorists.

4. True or False
The only state to receive a passing grade for college affordability from the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education was New York.

5. True or False
The newly released Nixon tapes explain how the Watergate affair caused the downfall of the president.

ESSAY QUESTION
Should the federal government provide more money for college to make sure that the U.S. remains competitive against other countries?
VOCABULARY

1. Affordability
(n)
the ability to manage the cost

2. Disparities
(n)
fundamental differences

3. Infringes
(v)
takes away
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ANSWERS
1. True or False
A filibuster is a strategy the majority party uses to get members of a minority party to vote for one of its bills.

2. True or False
The Republican victory in the Georgia Senate seat means that the Democrats do not have the votes needed to avoid a filibuster.

3. True or False
Mumbai officials are learning about the details of the attack from one of the surviving terrorists.

4. True or False
The only state to receive a passing grade for college affordability from the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education was New York.

5. True or False
The newly released Nixon tapes explain how the Watergate affair caused the downfall of the president.
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