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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Climate Conference Opens in Copenhagen
· What are the goals of the climate conference in Copenhagen?
· Why did the President of the Maldives decide to hold a Cabinet meeting underwater?

· What is Climategate?

· What is the U.S. position on climate change?

· What ruling by the EPA has helped the President’s position on climate change?

Public Health Care Reform Debate in Senate
· What health care issue is now being debated in the Senate?
· What has to happen before any health care bill can become a law?

· Why did President Obama visit the Senate over the weekend?

· What are the main features of the Democrats’ health care bill?

· What is the Republican reaction to the Democrats’ bill?

· What is a ‘public option’ and why is the concept so controversial?

Drug War Protests in Mexico
· Why are citizens protesting in Juarez, Mexico?

Winter Storm Hits Southwest
· Why is this winter storm making the news?
Halo Awards
· Why was Darrius Snow awarded a Halo?
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1. True or False
President Obama has pledged to reduce U.S. carbon emissions by 17 percent over the next 10 years.
2. True or False
Climategate is the nickname for a controversy involving emails that were sent by scientists allegedly showing that those scientists tried to exclude research that did not support climate change.

3. True or False
If the Senate passes a health care reform bill, it will immediately go to the President for his signature into law.

4. True or False
Four thousand people in Juarez, Mexico protested the war between drug cartels and demanded that the government do more to make the city a safer place.
5. True or False
The ruling by the Environment Protection Agency that greenhouse gases are a health hazard has bolstered the President’s position on climate change.
ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think the U.S. should take dramatic steps to reduce greenhouse gases?  What strategy would have the greatest impact?
VOCABULARY

1. Linger
(v)
hang around
2. Allegedly
(adv)
accusingly

3. Exclude
(v)
keep out

4. Dispute
(n)
argument

5. Mandate
(n)
requirement

6. Contentious
(adj)
quarrelsome
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
President Obama has pledged to reduce U.S. carbon emissions by 17 percent over the next 10 years.

2. True or False
Climategate is the nickname for a controversy involving emails that were sent by scientists allegedly showing that those scientists tried to exclude research that did not support climate change.

3. True or False
If the Senate passes a health care reform bill, it will immediately go to the President for his signature into law.

4. True or False
Four thousand people in Juarez, Mexico protested the war between drug cartels and demanded that the government do more to make the city a safer place.

5. True or False
The ruling by the Environment Protection Agency that greenhouse gases are a health hazard has bolstered the President’s position on climate change.
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