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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Super Bowl of Science
· Why do you think Siemens sponsors the Siemens Foundation Competition?
· How did personal connections affect the projects of some of the participants?

· How does exploring scientific problems that you have an interest in differ from regular science class?

· What are some of the skills you would need to be successful in the Siemens contest?

Headlines of the Day
· What is Blackwater?
· Why were the Blackwater guards charged with manslaughter?

· Why are the Blackwater guards claiming that they are innocent?

· Why are riots taking place in Greece?

· What has happened to the two police officers who shot the 15 year-old in Greece?
· How are the rioters in Greece communicating with the authorities?

· Why are the five 911 terrorists held at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base willing to confess and plead guilty?

· Why won’t the judge accept their guilty plea?

· What will probably happen to Guantanamo after President-elect Obama takes office?

One Voice: 
How Reliable is Wikipedia?

· How does Wikipedia work?
· Why are some people concerned about the accuracy of Wikipedia?

· Who is John Seigenthaler and what happened to him on Wikipedia?

· Why does Wikipedia come up at the top of most Google searches?

· What is the best strategy for using Wikipedia?
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1. True or False
Blackwater is the code name for a U.S. government security team that operates in Iraq.
2. True or False
Blackwater guards have been found guilty of killing 17 Iraqi civilians in 2007.

3. True or False
Riots have broken out in Greece after a 15 year-old boy was killed by police.

4. True or False
The two policeman involved in the killing of the boy have already confessed and pleaded guilty and are facing imprisonment.

5. True or False
The judge handling the case of the 911 terrorists refuses to accept their guilty plea because he wants them to face the death penalty.

ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think Wikipedia is a reliable source of information on most topics?
VOCABULARY

1. Coveted
(adj)
desired
2. Catheters
(n)
a tubular medical device for insertion into canals, vessels, passageways, or body cavities usually to permit injection or withdrawal of fluids or to keep a passage open
3. Compound
(n)
something formed by the union of elements or parts

4. Interrogate
(v)
to question formally and systematically

5. Manslaughter
(n)
the unlawful killing of a human being without expressed malice

6. Insurgent
(n)
a person who revolts against authority

7. Blatant
(adj)
completely obvious

8. Adhere
(v)
to observe

9. Anarchists
(n)
people who oppose any authority
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ANSWERS
1. True or False
Blackwater is the code name for a U.S. government security team that operates in Iraq.

2. True or False
Blackwater guards have been found guilty of killing 17 Iraqi civilians in 2007.

3. True or False
Riots have broken out in Greece after a 15 year-old boy was killed by police.

4. True or False
The two policeman involved in the killing of the boy have already confessed and pleaded guilty and are facing imprisonment.

5. True or False
The judge handling the case of the 911 terrorists refuses to accept their guilty plea because he wants them to face the death penalty.
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