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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Headlines of the Day
· Why do you think President Bush decided to make a surprise visit to Iraq at this time?

· Why was his trip kept under wraps?
· Why did an Iraqi journalist throw his shoes at President Bush?

· Why is it being said that Iraq will define Mr. Bush’s presidency?

· What is FEMA?

· Why was the selection of Sam Bradford from Oklahoma a milestone for the Heisman Trophy?
The College of Staten Island’s High School for International Studies
· Explain the joke that if you know one language, you’re an American.
· How does the U.S. compare to Europe in the number of citizens who can speak a second language?

· Why is it important for America’s teenagers to learn a second language?

· How is the school’s ‘global perspective’ of learning different from most high schools in the U.S.?

· Do you agree with John that the world is becoming a universal culture and that people should see themselves not as Americans but as citizens of Planet Earth?

Finding Strength: Ride for Renewal

· Why did Liza decide to ride her bike from Minnesota to Washington, D.C.?

· What was the purpose of the petition she carried with her?

· What are EV’s and how do they work?

· Why was her project called “Ride for Renewal?”

· How did Liza’s family support her efforts?

· Why did Channel One choose this story for its Finding Strength series?
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1. True or False
President Bush visited Iraq to try to convince the Iraqi government to agree to the security agreement with the U.S.
2. True or False
The President’s trip was kept a secret from the press because a trip to war zone is still considered dangerous.
3. True or False
The Federal Emergency Management Agency already has workers in New England trying to help out with the aftermath of the ice storm.

4. True or False
Sam Bradford is the first Native American to win the Heisman Trophy.

5. True or False
More Europeans can speak a second language than Americans.
ESSAY QUESTION
Should U.S. high schools require students to study a foreign language?
VOCABULARY

1. Fluently
(adv)
capable of using a foreign language with ease
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ANSWERS
1. True or False
President Bush visited Iraq to try to convince the Iraqi government to agree to the security agreement with the U.S.

2. True or False
The President’s trip was kept a secret from the press because a trip to war zone is still considered dangerous.

3. True or False
The Federal Emergency Management Agency already has workers in New England trying to help out with the aftermath of the ice storm.

4. True or False
Sam Bradford is the first Native American to win the Heisman Trophy.

5. True or False
More Europeans can speak a second language than Americans.
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