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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Copenhagen Climate Conference Update
· What are many of the developing nations hoping comes out of the Climate Conference?
· Why did representatives from several African nations walk out of the talks on Monday?

· Should rich countries like the United States provide financial support for the developing nations?

· Do you think the representatives will accept a binding agreement to lower carbon emissions globally?

· Who is Al Gore and why is he involved in the conference?
President Obama Meets with CEOs
· Why did President Obama call some bank officials “fat cats?”
· What message did President Obama have for the bankers who met with him at the White House?

· The bankers say they have the same goal as the President. What is their strategy for accomplishing 

that goal?

·    Do the Republicans agree with the President or with the bankers?

U.S. Hikers in Iran Face Trial
· Why are three U.S. hikers facing a trial in Iran?

Ingram Wins Heisman
· What is the Heisman trophy?
· What made this year’s voting unique?

· Why is the Heisman trophy such a prestigious award?
Anniversary of the Moon Landing
· What event triggered the U.S. interest in getting a man on the Moon?
· Why did President Kennedy decide that it was important to beat the Russians to the Moon?

· What effect did reaching the Moon have on the country?

· What are NASA’s goals for 2009?

· Do you think the U.S. should try to get to Mars instead of going back to the Moon?
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1. True or False
The representatives of many developing countries are happy with the progress of the climate conference in Copenhagen.
2. True or False
Republicans support the need for more governmental control over the banking industry.

3. True or False
Three Americans have been accused of spying by the Iranian government and if they are found guilty, they could face a death sentence.

4. True or False
Mark Ingram from the University of Alabama was the unanimous choice for this year’s Heisman trophy.

5. True or False
President Obama has decided that NASA’s next challenge is to reach Mars by 2020.
ESSAY QUESTION
Do you think NASA’s goal should be to return to the Moon or to aim for Mars?
VOCABULARY

1. Stern
(adj)
firm, uncompromising

2. Summoned
(v)
formally invited

3. Regulatory Mode
(n)
greater governmental control

4. Iconic
(adj)
like an icon

5. Propel
(v)
drive forward
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The representatives of many developing countries are happy with the progress of the climate conference in Copenhagen.

2. True or False
Republicans support the need for more governmental control over the banking industry.

3. True or False
Three Americans have been accused of spying by the Iranian government and if they are found guilty, they could face a death sentence.

4. True or False
Mark Ingram from the University of Alabama was the unanimous choice for this year’s Heisman trophy.

5. True or False
President Obama has decided that NASA’s next challenge is to reach Mars by 2020.
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