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DISCUSSION GUIDE

Fed Cuts Interest Rates
· What are some of the economic numbers that indicate a weakening economy?
· What is deflation?

· Why are economists concerned about the deflation of prices?

· What action was taken by the Federal Reserve?

· What effect is the Fed hoping that lower interest rates will have on the economy?

Obama Chooses Chicago School Chief
· Who is Arne Duncan?
· What is the vision of a 21st century education system?

· Who are the members of Mr. Obama’s energy team?

· Who are the other new members of the Cabinet and what roles will they play?

Weather the Storm
· What effect has the recent storm system had on the U.S.?
Iraqi Insider
· Why has the shoe incident in Iraq had such a huge impact around the Arab world?
· Why are so many Arabs supporting the journalist who threw the shoes at Mr. Bush?

· How has President Bush reacted to the shoe throwing incident?

· What is the symbolism of shoes in Iraq?

· What is the background of the shoe thrower?

Teen Driving:
Buckle Up
· Why did Channel One ask students to produce the seatbelt story?
· Why are seatbelts so important?

· Why was it ironic that Morgan was not wearing her seatbelt that day?
· Why is the message that ‘seatbelts save lives’ so important for teens to hear?
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1. True or False
The Federal Reserve has lowered interest rates again as a way to stimulate the economy.
2. True or False
Mr. Obama’s nominee for Secretary of Education is Arne Duncan, the chief executive of the Chicago Public Schools.

3. True or False
Mr. Bush is extremely angry at how the shoe throwing incident in Iraq was handled by Iraqi officials.

4. True or False
Multader Al-Zaidi chose to throw his shoes at Mr. Bush because in the Iraqi culture shoes are a symbol of filth.

5. True or False
In 2006, more than half of the young people between 16 and 20 who were involved in a fatal vehicular crash were unbuckled.

ESSAY QUESTION
If wearing a seatbelt is so important, what steps could police, parents, schools or any other group take to increase the number of teenagers who wear seatbelts?
VOCABULARY

1. Stimulate
(v)
bring about greater activity

2. Fetal Position
(n)
a position in which the body lies curled up on its side with the arms and legs drawn up and head bowed forward

3. Composure
(n)
calmness

4. Aspiring
(adj)
seeking a specific goal
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The Federal Reserve has lowered interest rates again as a way to stimulate the economy.

2. True or False
Mr. Obama’s nominee for Secretary of Education is Arne Duncan, the chief executive of the Chicago Public Schools.

3. True or False
Mr. Bush is extremely angry at how the shoe throwing incident in Iraq was handled by Iraqi officials.

4. True or False
Multader Al-Zaidi chose to throw his shoes at Mr. Bush because in the Iraqi culture shoes are a symbol of filth.

5. True or False
In 2006, more than half of the young people between 16 and 20 who were involved in a fatal vehicular crash were unbuckled.
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If you have questions or comments about the discussion guide or the daily quiz, please contact Paul Folkemer at pfolkemer@channelone.com
