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DISCUSSION GUIDE
Biggest Shipping Day of the Year
· Why do you think online sales are on the rise?
· Why was Monday the peak shipping day of the year?

Cancer Warning Labels on Cell Phones/
· Why does the mayor of San Francisco want warning labels on cell phones?
· Why will it be difficult to get warning labels on cell phones?

· What is the American Cancer Society’s position on cell phones causing cancer?

· How big is the cell phone business?

Avatar Opens with $73 Million Weekend
· What is an avatar?

· Why is “Avatar” so popular?

· What effect could the success of “Avatar” have on the movie business?

· How do analysts explain the success of the movie business in 2009?

· Why do you think DVD sales are down?
Earmarks in the Stimulus Funds
· What is an earmark?
· How do legislators explain the importance of earmarks?

· What were some of the most unnecessary earmarks in 2009?

· What is President Obama’s position on earmarks?

Autistic Artist
· What is autism?
· How is it possible for Stephen to sketch everything from memory?
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1. True or False
The number of packages shipped by UPS and Fedex is on the decline 

because of the economy.

2. True or False
Neither the Federal Communications Commission nor the American 


Cancer Society supports the new legislation in San Francisco and Maine 


to put cancer warning labels on cell phones.

3. True or False
“Avatar” made history this weekend by making more money in its debut


weekend than any science fiction movie in history.

4. True or False
Earmark money does not have to go through a specific approval process.
5. True or False
The executive branch of the government has the right to approve or 


disapprove of all earmarks.

ESSAY QUESTION
Would you stop using a cell phone if the FCC agreed to put a cancer warning label on your cell phone?
VOCABULARY

1. Avid
(adj)
enthusiastic

2. Raked
(v)
pulled in

3. Avatar
(n)
a graphical image that represents a person

4. Spree
(n)
outburst of extreme activity

5. Allocate
(v)
distribute

6. Neural
(adj)
pertaining to the nervous system
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ANSWERS

1. True or False
The number of packages shipped by UPS and Fedex is on the decline 


because of the economy.

2. True or False
Neither the Federal Communications Commission nor the American 


Cancer Society supports the new legislation in San Francisco and Maine 


to put cancer warning labels on cell phones.

3. True or False
“Avatar” made history this weekend by making more money in its debut


weekend than any science fiction movie in history.

4. True or False
Earmark money does not have to go through a specific approval process.

5. True or False
The executive branch of the government has the right to approve or 


disapprove of all earmarks.
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